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Looation: USGS Siltooos Lake, Oregon, 15 Minute Quadrangle, Universal
Transverse Mercator Coordinates: 410600 Easting, 4865800
Northing.

Camp Cleawox, ia on the Oregon Dunhes National Recreation
Area, Siualaw National Forest, occupying Government lota 8
and 10, Section 10, Townabip 19 South, Range 12 West,
Willamette Meridian, Lane County, Oregon, at M.P, 1,14, Lane
County road #5316, (Mitchell lLoop Rd.).

Present Owner: USDA Forest Service
Pacific Northwest Region
Siuslaw National Forest
Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area
Reedsport, Oregon 97H6T

Fresent Use: Present use, is an organizational camp under Special Uae
Permit to Western Rivera Girl Scout Council. Projected date
of alteration, April, 1985.

Significance: Camp Cleawox is a product of "The Great Depreesaion®,
constructed as a Civilian Conservation Corpa (CCC) project
for the DSDA Forest Service in the mid 1930's. The design
was typlcal Depression-era rustic architecture of natural
wood and stone for a northwest forest environment.

PART I. BISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

Te Date of conatruction: Construction of the organizational camp
occurred in 1938-39.

2. Site plan development: The site was surveyed April 20, 1935, by R.R.

Frency and E.A. Meola for the U.S. Department of Agriculture
. Resettlement Administration. A preliminary design for the Cleawox

Organizational Tract was prepared in August 1937 by E.A. Meola,
However, development of the organization camp followed a plan dated
November 30, 1937, attributed to the USDI National Park Service with
the Oregon State Highway Commission. As constructed, aite development
was never done to the extent of the 1937 deaign.

3. Architect: All building plans were developed by Howard L. Gifford,
architect in the Forest Service Regional Office.

y, Original and subsequent owners: Camp Cleawox has been under constant
ownership of the Forest Service aince its development and has been
occupied under Special Use Permit, primarily by the Western Rivers
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Girl Soout Council. Prior to 1949, parmit terms were saasonal,
allowing use by organizational groupa on a first-come, firat-aervad
basis. No permit information dated prior to 1946 hsa been located;
howevar, between 1646 and 1949, recorda indicate that in addition to
the Girl Secouts, parmits were issuad to other groupa including:

Wasley Foundation, Corvallis, Oregon

Free Methodiat Youth Group, Albany, Oragon

Corvallis Youth Fallowship, Corvallis, Oregon
Methodiat Church, Corvallis, Oregon

Troop 16, Boy Scouts of America, Junction City, Oregon
Lane County 4-H Club, Eugene, Oregen

In 1549, & terp parmit was issued to The Three Rivers Girl Scout
Council for a ten year paricd, who have aince kept it occupied
continuously. Reoords also ahow that through the years of occupation,
the name for tbe group avolved from The Eugene Girl Soout Council to
Three Rivers Girl Scout Council to the prasent Weatern Rivera Girl
Scout Counecil.

Buildar: Camp Cleawox was ¢onstructed by Civilian Conservation
Corpemen. ,

Original Plans and Construction: Tha organizational complax waa never
oonstructad to the extant of the original dasign. But, as built in
1938-39, the aita composed 16 major structural faaturea, including a
lodge, 13 Adirondack-type sleaping shelters, mn infirmary and a change
housa. Other facilitias included priviaa adjacent to alaeping units
and activity areaa, open stone firaplaces in front of aach shelter,
and a group fire circle in each unit. The lodge waa centrally
locatad, with the aleeping aheltars grouped in 5 units, arrangad in a
rough aami-cirele around the lodge.,

Alterations and additions: Conaiderable modification of the oamp has
occurred during its 48 yeara of existence. Tha construction of

Mitchel Lare, the road leading to the aite from U.S. Highway 101,'was'

geccomplished in the middle 1950's, allowing tha first vehicle antranca
for supplies and equipment. Prior to this time everything cama by
barge from Honeyman State Park.

In general, ell of the structures have baen aeverely affected by the
wet coaatal climate. Winter storms, ard an 80-inch annual rainfall,
have resulted in the complete losa of some of tbe atructures and
considerabla alteration of others. Near constant repair end
remodeling has been easential to ensure a safe and usable
organizatiopnal site.

4 1962 Colupbus Day storm caused extansive damage to tbe site. The
three shelters in the "Viking" unit were demaged beyond repair by
falling treea, and all structural remains subsequently were removed.
The shelters were not rebuilt. The west end of the infirmary and all
of the shower house wWere alao destroyed during the storm. Both had
been repaired or replaced by 1964.

(page 2)
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"More recently, and due to deterioration from weathering and insect
damage, the half-log hase circumacribing the porch and transverse
wings wae replaced with treated squared timbers of similar dimension.
The substructural members not previously replaced by a concrete block
foundation were eupplanted with dimension materials using the same
concrete footings. On the interior, the 2" hy 12" plank flooring has
heen covered or replaced with plywood sheets and kitchen facilitiee
have been updated.

Although the original design of the Lodge is clearly evident, several
changee that have resulted in a loss of character are discernible.

The primary eplit ehake roof materiale were replaced with rolled metal
in the 1950's. Two small covered kitchen porches were added adjacent
to the eide entries, The walk-in oooler built immediately to the rear
of the Lodge in 1956 is attached to the right side porch hy a cover
éxtending between them. A cement block. foundation was placed beneath
the front gahle extension and beneath portions of the transverse
wings. The substructure and flooring of the porch was replaced, and
suheequently overlaid with plywood in place of the original 2" by 12"
planks. The deteriorated center eection of the log lintel over the
porch entrance has been removed.

In March 1982, a corner of the fireplace foundation fell off, enabling
& view of the interior substructure, Subsequent inspection showed
that the southwest corner of the chimney foundation had settled
sufficiently to cauee cracke in the fireplace structure. The ooncrete
leveling slab immediately helow the fireplace was aleo cracked in
three places. In addition, the supporting cedar timbers that could he
seen were badly deteriorated. Further inveetigation suggested that
the entire substructure was unsafe, and that the approximately 25 ton
fireplace had very little actual support. The etrength of the
fireplace mortar was also queetionable. Possible repair alternatives
were coneidered, hut the safety risks of performing any of the repair
methods were great, and the ohance of euccess low. Consequently, it
was decided to dismantle the fireplace and replace it with a wood
heater and metal flue which are in use today.

In addition to the loss of the Viking Unit sleeping shelters, the
others have undergone coneiderable deterioration and a degree of
change. By the mid 1960's, the shake roofe had rotted and were in
need of replacement. The roofs were removed, re-sheathed with
plywood, and for primarily fire prevention reasons were covered with
-composition material. In addition, insect damage has caused random
replacement of a portion of the pole roof support members, with eawn

material. Also, plywood has been added to the worn and weathered
plank flooring.

Though still in place, some of the sleeping sheltere have deteriorated
beyond safe useage and have been condemmed., Those still in use are
marginal at beet.
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B. Historical oontext:

The Girl Scouts began camping at Cleawox Lake slightly earlier tban the
signing of a lease with the USDA Forest Service on May B, 1930. There were
few facilities at that time, hut between 1930 and 1937 several areas were
¢leared, shelters were huilt, trails were constructed and a crafte shop was
estahlished. The structures used hy the first Scouts have all sinoe been
removed, and the activity areas overgrown by vegetation.

Through ocordination of the U.S. Department of Agriculture Resettlement
Administration’s, Civilian Conservation (CCC) and the USDA Forest Service,
& group organizational camp was developed on the site. The 1937 plan,
"Cleawox Lake Organization Treact,” shows the propesed structures, activity
areas and trails. The orientation and locations of the structures shown
were revised when the buildings were actually construoted. Many of the
proposed structures were never huilt and others have decayed or have been
destroyed over the years, leaving only a few of the original CCC buildings.

Through the years, many changes or alterations of the origimal facilities
occurred due to the natural conditions and functional improvements cited
under Part I-A, Physical History, suh-heading 5, Alterations and

Additions. The 1962 Columbus Day storm had considerable impact on the
organizeticnal site. Considering this, the overall condition of the
remaining structures and an uncertainty ¢of the Girl Scout Councilfs future
program, the Forest Service requested long-range organizational plans for
continued use of the area. Council response, was that they intended to use
the camp for as lopg as the Forest Service would continue the lease. They
did, however, express a need for improved, and additional facilities.

Between that time and 1972, the Council Board, with involvment of the Camp
Committee, Scout Office Staff, Parents, Girl Scouts, and local, county,
state and federal agencies, assessed future needs of the crganizetion and
developed a long-range development plan for the property. The plan, titled
"Cleawox Activity Master Plan®™ was prepared by BALZBISER, LONGWOOD, SMITH &
ASSOCIATES, Architects & Planners of Eugene, Oregon and Seattle,
Washington. The plan evaluated the existing facility condition, and
present and future needs of the organization, The plah, which was accepted
and approved by the Forest Service, provided for the eventual removal of
8ll existing facilities, and replacement with more functional modern
structures.

Implementation of the Master Plan is solely the responsihility of the Girl
Scout Council, and to date, funding has not allowed such new construction.
During the next ten years following adoption of the Master Plan, normal use
of the camp continuved with mgintenance as needed Lo ensure a safe and
usable site. Repairs or alterations were done with Forest Service
approval, but not necessarily in context with original design.

In 1982, and in compliance with Publie Law 11593, Gail Throop, USDA Forest
Service Region 6 historian, conducted a Historie Site Evaluation of the
organizational camp. It was determined through the evaluation that Camp
Cleawox was eligihle for placement on the National Register of Historic
Sites. Appropriate steps for full compliance with the Law were taken, and
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in 1984, the Siuslaw National Forest conductad an anvironmental analysia to
determine appropriate action for further mensgement of the arasa.

The range of alternativas evaluated included, rastoration of the hiatoric
froility, praservation of the existing facility, implemantation of tha Girl

Scout Master Plan, and no action. Nina evaluation ¢ritaria were
astablished, including:

Puhlic Safety and Protaction
Cultural Resourcas
Recreation Opportunities
Foonomic Considerations
Environmental Concarns

Uaer Needs

Visual Management
Functional Relationship
Traditional Values

*
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On August 31, 1984, a Decision Notica was signed hy the Forest Suparvisor,
idantifying the Girl Scout Master Plan as the Forast Sarvice prefarred
alternative. A Memorandum of Agraement for appropriate removal of the
structurea was secured between the Forast Servica, the State Historic
Preservation Officar (SHPO), and Tha Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation.

PART II. ARCHITECTUAL INFORMATION

4. Lodge

1 Genaral statement; The lodge is the focal point of the camp and for
many camp aotivities. Contairing approximately 3,736 sq. feat, it
serves as a dining hall with supporting kitchen facilitias, and as a
gathering place. Tha site chosan for the Lodge ia elevated and
relatively level, with & slight natural depression bisecting it. Tha
8ite was selected to allow & lower level for storage without extenaive
axcavation.

a. Architactual character: The Lodge is a single story building of
log and frame construction, cruoiform in plan.

- b. Condition of fahric: Weathering, axcessive moistura, and insect
damage have contributed signifioantly to an overall deteriorated
condition of the total facility. Also, material changes thsat
result from maintenance activities and functional improvments,
detract from appearance and oharacter. Though the Lodge is still
in use, functionalism and safety are marginal. Tha condition
survey which, determined that restoration or long term
maintenance of the structure is not economically attainable.

{page 5)
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2. Description of exterior:

a. Over-all dimensions; Being oruciform in shape, the oversll
diminsion of the lodge, including the porch, is 63 by 85 feset.
The mess hsll portion meesures 33 by 64 feet, while the section
containing the kitchen, living quarters, levstory and storage
area, measures 42 by 31 feet. The front porch area measures 10
by 28 feet.

b. Foundations: Extant building plans indicste a foundstion of 12
inch diameter stub posta on 24" hy 24" concrete or rock
footings. However, the plans wWere drawn for three dissimilar
locations and anticipated s flat bullding site. No details ss to
whether the pilings were to he enclosed ahove ground level or
below grade were included.

As built, the fireplace was based on an unreinforced concrete
slab, 6* by 12?, poured on natural ground. Cedar timbers
approximately 8 feet in length and varying in diameter from 16
inches to 28 inches were placed uprighty on the slab. Rocks and
stone rubble filled the voids between the cedar timbers. A
ooncrete facing wes poured around the timbers and an unreinforced
concrete leveling slab poured on top. The encasing concrete
apparently was poured in many segments, resulting in poor
jointure.

¢. Structural system, framing and walls: The lower level on the
left side (north)} elevation is enclosed hy lengths of 10-inch
logs placed horizontslly hetween 12-inch uprights.

d. Porches: The frontal gable extension forms an enclosed porch.
The exterior wslls of the porch and the transverse wings are
composed of {1{-ineh logs, verticelly placed. Corner posts and
intermediate supports comprise 12-inch logs. The porch is
accessed by straight plank steps, and double-leaf vertical plank
doors with a window panel, provide ingress to the building. Side
entries are off-set on hoth the north and south elevations of the
rear extension.

e. Chimney and fireplace: The bulldipg plans indicste two interior

chimneys, faced with netive stone, one located to the rear of the
- Lodge to draft an open-hearth kitchen fireplace, the other

piercing the main ridgeline immediately behind the transverse
section. The first was never built. The second serves a large
open-hearth fireplace centered on the east wall of the dining
hall. The fireplace, of rough-cut coarsed stone extending upward
21 3/4 feet, provided the central focus for the Lodge and
supplied tbe only source of heat.

f. Openings:
(1) Doorways and doors: The main entry is centered in the front

gahle extension. Double-~leaf board doors, centered in the
front porch, eccess the interior.
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(2) Windows: In the log portion of the bhuilding, window
openings are defined hy the 12-inch uprights, log lintels of
equal diminsion and half log sillia. Soreen panela with 2%
. hy 4" mullions cover the openinga. In the rear portion,
: window cpenings are covered with mullicned acreen panela in
plain framea.

E. Roof': The frontal extension is covered with a broad low gahle
roof, while the transverse wings and the rear extension exhihit
aimilarly low gahlet roofs. The esves project with rafters
exposed, whereas a ahaped log facia covers the projecting
verges. The poreh gahle end, the gahleta and the entire resar
extenzion are covered with split ahakea, 25 inches long, 16
inches to the weather.

3. Description of interior:

a. Floor plans: A copy of the original floor plan is included in
the appendix of this report.

h. Flooring: The original 2" x {2" plank flooring, bas aince heen
replaced hy plywood. ~

¢. Wall and ceiling finish: The Lodge is fully open-heam

construction, with the interior walls being of the aame vertical
logs as the exterior walls.

B. Adirondack Sleeping Shelters

. ' 1. General statement: The sleeping shelters, organized in self-centered
unita of two and three, were identical in designh, materiala, and
- construction.

a. Architectural character: Frequently referenced as Adirondacks,
they depart from the trsditional rectangular shape hy being
hexahedral in plan. The front, or largest dimension of the
structure is open.

b. Condition of fahrie: The shelters that remain range from fair to
poor condition, with a portion of the structures presently
- condemmed for reasons of safety.

2, Desoription of exterior:
a. Over-all dimensions: PBeing hexahedral in ahape, each atructure
has aix walls. At the widest dimensions, the huilding messures
31 feet 4 1/2 inches hy 14 feet 3 inches.

h. Foundation=s:; The shelters rest on either log mud =silla or
concrete or stone footings.
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¢, Structursl system, framing and walls: The Cleawcx sleeping
shelters are of pole construction, and with split-shake exterior
walls.

d. Porches, stoops: An eyebrow or shed roof extending the length of
the anterior wall protects the open elevation. A 12-inch
dismeter shaped log forms the front step.

e, Doorways and openings: The front, or open side of the shelter
provides the only opening in the structure.

f. Roof: The rear sloping planes of the roof sre pyramidal, while
the frontal aspect has a low gsble shape.

Description of interior:

a. Storage lockers and bunk beds: Each shelter was furnished with §
storage lockers made of boards and- fitted on either straight side
wall and oo the rear center wsll. Four board burk beds are
fitted on the angled side walls.

b. Flecoring: Flooring wss originally 2" x 12" planking; however, in
most structures this originsl flcor has been replaced or covered
by Pplywood.

Site:

a. General setting and orientation: Camp Cleawox is located
approximately 2 1/2 miles south of the town of Florence, on the
Oregon Coast. It lies adjacent to the east shore of Cleawox
Lake, approximately one half mile west of U.S. Highway 101.
Boardered on the west and south by Cleawox Lake, on the northeast
by private land, and on the southeast by Jessie M. Honeyman State
Psrk, the entire camp encompasses 47 acres of land, An irregular
parcel of 33.8 acres is included as part of the Oregon Dunes
Nationsl Recreation Ares, Siuslew National Forest, administered
hy the USDA Forest Service; the remaining 13.2 acres belong to
the State of Oregon.

The elevation of this tract vsries between 70 and 120 feet gbove
sea level, with topography characterized as low end somewhat
rolling. Vegetation is dense, consisting of a shrub layer of
salmonberry, huckleberry, salsl, waxmyrtle and rhododendron
overtopped with pole size Douglas-fir, shorepine and alder. Most
of the old-growth timber standing on the site when the camp was
constructed, was blown down during the 1962 Columbus Day storm.
The maritime climate is tgpically cocl and moist, with
temperatures averaging 61 and annual rainfall averaging 77
inches.

The site was originally designed making easy access from the
highway by boat to most sleeping units and the lodge. Although
the sleeping units were located near water they still focused
toward the lodge. This focus was achieved by the circular layout

(page 8)
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around tha lodge, plus the systam of trails radiating from the

lodge.
. b. Outbuildings and othar facilities: Othar facilities includad
privias adjecant to sleaping units and activity areas, open stone

firaplaces in front of each shelter, and a group fira cirecle in
aach unit. In most locations the stone fireplaces hava
deteriorated beyond usage, or no longar exist.

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Balzhiser, Longwood, Smith & Associates, Architects and Planners A.I.4.,
Cleawox Activity Master Plan, July 14, 1972, 101 pages, a contract report
for the Western Rivers Girl Scout Council.

Throop, E. Gail, Bistoric Resoucas Eveluation Report: Cleawox Organization
Site, Siuslaw Nationel Forest, USDA-Forast Service, Pacific Northwest
Region, Portland, Oregon. 1982.

U.8. Dapartment of Agricultura, Forest Service, Siuslaw National Forest:
Environmantal Assessment for Cleawox Organization Site. Corvallis Oregon.
1984,

Siuslaw Nationsl Forest, Term Spacial-Use Permit. Form 2700-5(9/72).
Western Rivers Girl Scout Council, Cleswox Organizetion Camp. Dated
May 29, 1975 as amendad.

. PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION

) This project was initstad and completed by USDA-Forest Servioa, Pacific
Northwast Region, Siuslaw National Forast in partial fulfillment of a
Memoreandup of Agreement among the Forest Service, Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation, snd the Oregon State Historic Presarvation Officer.
Recorded under the direction of tha National Park Service, Western Region,
Division of National Ragister Programs, the projact was completed during
the summer of 1985 by USDA-Forest Service personnel. Historical
information was compilad by E. Gail Throop, Regional Bistorian, Pacific
Northwest Region, USDA-Forest Servica. Gene Large, Cultural Resource
Tachnician and Richard D. Lilja, Cultural Resource Coordinstor, Siuslaw
National Foresat, completed the HARS data recording and assembled this
document .
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